
 
March 19, 2020 

 
Dear Members, Retreat Groups, Summer Guests, and Friends of the Ministry, 
 
We know the quickly evolving COVID-19 situation is impacting every facet of our lives as 
we work to understand the systemic economic impacts of the response to contain the 
virus. This is as true for Maranatha as it is for every other ministry and business. The most 
important message we can convey at this moment is that God is on His throne and is 
sovereign over all of it. We are trusting in Christ and his provisions to help lead and guide 
us through this crisis and are focused on bringing him glory in all our responses. 
To this end, we know you have many questions regarding the impact to our ministry, 
upcoming retreats, and the summer season. There are many unknowns at this point, but 
this is what we can say as of the posting of this message on March 17: 
 

• Through the balance of March, Maranatha is abiding by the Michigan Governor’s 
executive order and will not be hosting groups larger than 50 during the 
designated timing and will continue to monitor the situation. Most groups 
scheduled during this time have been notified. 

 
• For retreat groups in April – June, assuming there are no state/federal 

requirements to avoid meeting, we remain open as normal with recommended 
CDC precautions. However, if government orders require us to again curtail 
meetings, we will work with you on various options for cancelling or rescheduling. 

 
• For the main summer season, at this point we are keeping our ministry schedule 

fully intact and are anticipating normal operations. However, we will continue to 
monitor state and federal guidance and will make policy updates for changes and 
cancellations as warranted. We are committed to staying focused on providing 
spiritual renewal in a recreational setting and are trusting God to help us provide 
what will likely be a much-needed respite for all! 

 
Rest assured, we have taken all the precautionary measures to protect our employees, 
leaseholders, and members who are on the campus. We remain vigilant in keeping our 
grounds clean and will enforce the CDC guidelines for personal contact, hand washing, 
and disinfecting. We ask that anyone who believes they have been exposed to the virus, 
are showing any symptoms, or have engaged in travel over the past 14 days to self-isolate 
from the rest of the community. 
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We are taking this crisis with the utmost seriousness and will continue to act with the 
highest levels of caution, discretion and common sense. That being said, we are equally 
committed to living our mission “to provide spiritual renewal in a recreational setting, 
with an emphasis on Bible teaching and worldwide missions.” We stand with our brothers 
and sisters around the world confident in the call of Christ to be salt and light to a hurting 
and lost world during this uncertain time. When praying with a group of missionaries last 
Sunday in Africa, Gary experienced firsthand that ministry is paramount and prayer is 
effectual.  Those believers joined in praying for Maranatha, that we will not lose sight of 
our mission, even in light of current challenges. We will not be ruled by fear, but with 
wisdom, peace and the assurance of faith! 
 
We will continue to provide you with regular updates as we have new and relevant 
information. Until then… 
 
 “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:7) 
 
Maranatha! 
 
  
Chris Preuss, Board Chair 
  
Gary Feenstra, Executive Director 
 
 


